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Open Letter From The President... 


To My Colleagues: 


Once again the fall convention meetings of the Kansas State Teachers 
Association have come and gone. And once again we are happy to express 
our appreciation to those who made the various Speech Roundtables so re- 
warding. The persons responsible for the programs around the state were: 

Dodge City—1. B. Patterson (St. John’s) and Hubert Snook (Ford). 

Hays—Walter Spitz (Russell); Jack Kelly (Salina), and Winifred Bur- 
kett (Oakley). 

Kansas City—Richard Schiefelbusch (K.U.), David Cropp (Washington 
High School), and Alan Gould (Bethel). 

Topeka—Martha J. Herrick (Meriden), Charles Schneider (Winfield), 
Virnelle Jones (Shawnee Mission High School), and Mrs. Gladys Six (Law- 
rence). 
Wichita—Eugene Spangler (Wichita University) and David Fleming 
(Wichita University). 

Pittsburg—Harold Loy (College High School) and Mrs. P. C. Hesser 
(Fredonia). 

From the Kansas Speech Association, this letter is a thank you to all of 
you above who contributed time to preparation and planning—and to all 
the rest of you who justified this preparation and planning by attending the 
sessions and making them successful. 


Haron Loy, President 
College High School, Pittsburg 
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The Status of Debate Programs in the 
State of Kansas (1956-57) 


By Dave Biackim 
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia 


Author’s Note 

The primary purpose of this study is to attempt to plot the course of the 
debate programs in the state of Kansas. Fifty questionnaires were sent to 
Kansas high schools participating in debate. Thirty-three schools replied. 
With sixty-seven per cent return, it would seem to justify the validity of this 
study. For comparative reasons, I employed the use of a Master’s thesis, 
which in part deals with the area of this paper. This thesis covered thirty-six 
schools in the year 1951-52. Since the size of the two studies is very close, 
I feel that the comparisons are justified. 

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to Mr. John E. Kelso who granted 
me permission to use his Masters thesis, An Evaluation of High School Debate 
in Kansas for the Year 1951-1952. Mr. Kelso who received his Masters de- 
gree from Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Kansas, wrote this 
thesis while coaching at Hutchinson Senior High School, Hutchinson, Kansas. 
This thesis proved invaluable as a statistical reference. 

* * 

-At the present time, the greatest obstacle to the growth of the Kansas de- 
bate program seems to be the problem of establishing balance between the 
small and large programs. 

According to Mr. Kelso’s 1951-52 figures, the budget span among the 
various schools was relatively small. As a general rule most schools fell in 
a narrow range on the financial scale. In these years, the budget range was 
from no budget to $1200. At the present time, there is an entirely different 
situation. The highest budget is $1800 and the lowest is still, no budget. 
However, the budgets of the smaller and larger schools are not in balance. 
Close observation will show a high budget class and a low budget class. The 
absence of a strong middle budget class creates this lack of balance. 

Since eighty per cent of all debate funds for 1956-57 came from the re- 
spective Boards of Education, it would seem that this would be the place to 
begin trying to expand the debate program. It should be mentioned, however, 
that such sources as play receipts, food sales, and advertising are not with- 
out some mention. 

Let us consider for a moment, a few statistical comparisons on the aver- 
age budget of Kansas high school debate programs. In 1951-52, the average 
budget was $493, which was representative since the span was well balanced. 
Now, in 1956-57, the average budget is $636 or an increase of $143. In 
1951-52, the median was exactly $500, thus showing the even distribution. 
The 1956-57 figures, however, do not show this. With $636 being the average 
budget figure, the median figure is only $517. In other words, in the past 
five years, the deviation of the median from the average has spread by thirty 
per cent. 

A glance at the 1951-52 statistics on the average number of teams and 
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tournaments attended, further shows the impact of this unbalanced Situation, 
Vive years ago, the average squad consisted of seven two-speaker teams. This 
same figure is still true today. In 1951-52, the average number of tourna. 
ments attended by a school was six, but today it is nine. By a close check 
of the figures again, it is found that this apparent increase in the program js 
not true in an over-all sense but is due to the influence of the upper stratum 
of schools. To illustrate, five years ago, the largest squad was eleven two- 
speaker teams and today the largest squad i» cighteen two-speaker teams. This 
is an increase of sixty-one per cent. The x<imum number of tournaments 
attended by any school in 1951-52 was eleven, where today the maximum 
number attended is eighteen. Five other schools this year attended from four- 
teen to tournaments. 

It is gratifying to note that at the present time, in a majority of cases, the 
school is picking up the tab for all expenses involved in attending a debate 
tournament. Naturally, there are a few that still cannot or do not follow this 
policy, but it is becoming the accepted practice. Compare this with the situa- 
tion in 1951-52 when 15 out of 35 schools paid nothing for meals and only 
nine paid for all of the cost of meals. The payment for mileage both past 
and present seems to be sufficient. However, the most recent figures show 
a definite trend to increase payments per mile. This probably is balanced by 
the higher cost of gasoline and oil since 1951-52. Almost without exception, 
the school has paid full cost of lodging and fees for the past five years. 

Forty-one per cent of the schools this year sponsored an invitational tour- 
nament. In the majority of cases, these schools were able to break even on 
the expense of hosting the event. Three schools did report, however, that 
their own tournaments incurred losses. These losses ranged from $14 to $25. 
Five schools did record budget increases because of sponsoring a debate 
tournament. These increases ranged from $10 to $174. These figures prove, 
from a financial standpoint, that sponsoring a debate tournament can be 
successfully executed by almost any school that desires to do so. 

This study shows that sixty-one per cent of all funds spent for outside 
material was spent for handbooks. ‘The average expense for outside material 
was $56 of which $34 was spent for handbooks. The value of the handbook: is 
in question. Many high schools reported that they did not use them at all, 
while others spent as high as $225. The use of magazines and. specialized 
materials seemed to be universal. 

The evaluations of the debate programs in the state of Kansas split down 
the middle. Fifty-seven per cent explain that their program is adequate and 
that their budget is keeping pace. The other forty-three per cent feel that the 
program is adequate and explain that, for the most part, this is due to lack 
of sufficient funds. Only nineteen per cent of these schools did not feel that 
their program is expanding. The major problem is, of course, apparent. 
Many of the schools that have insufficient funds are further burdened by in- 
creased demand for the program. 

It is the author’s observation that the greatest problem is increasing the 
funds available for about fifty per cent of the schools engaging in debate 
competition. If this can be achieved and financial balance can be improved, 
the over-al! benefits to all participants will be increased. 
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Everything for the Siege 


Curtains, Tracks, Rigging, Stage Lighting 
Auditorium, Office and Classroom Draperies 


G..ucAT WESTERN STAGE EQUIPMENT CO. 
1324 Grand Avenue - KansasCity6 - Missouri 


Summer Workshops for High School Teachers 


(The following is excerpted from a letter sent out earlier this fall by Leslie 
M. Blake, University of Wichita.) 


Chairman, Department of Speech 
All Colleges and Universities in Kansas 


Dear Department Chairmen: 

Your help is needed. 

A special WORKSHOP Committee was appointed following the mecting 
of the Executive Council of the Kansas Speech Association, October 12. This 
committee was charged with the responsibility for developing and organizing 
workshops which would best serve the speech teachers of Kansas and which 
. would advance the aims and objectives of the Kansas Speech Association. 

Certain specific needs for Workshops have been identified. They are as 
follows: 

1. To develop a course of study which could be adopted by the State De- 
partment of Education as either required or recommended. 

2. Research to provide the “ammunition” with which to sell a required 
Speech course. (There are many indications that this may be the most im- 
portant area.) 

3. To implement the teaching of speaking and listening in the Language 
Arts program for Elementary Schools as outlined in the Elementary Curricu- 
lum Guide published by the State Department of Education, 1956. 

4. How to teach speech in Kansas high schools. 

5. How to direct dramatics activities. 

6. How to direct forensic activities. 

7. How to train and coach individuals for the District and State Speech 
Festivals. 

8. To determine how, to what degree, and when accrediting standards for 
teachers should be modified. 

It appears that in most instances the workshops should carry two to three 
hours graduate or undergraduate credit and should be concentrated into a 
period of three or four weeks. It also appears desirable to schedule the work- 
shops, if possible, in such a way that the student might enroll in other courses 


simultaneously when desired. ... 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
Yours sincerely, 
Leslie M. Blake, Chairman 
KSA Workshop Commitice 


The following reports have been submitted to Chairman Blake so far jy 
response to the above letter: 


Fort Hays Kansas State College 

“Last summer we had a workshop in speech activities. It isn’t likely thas 
we shall repeat the workshop this summer, but it probably will be given again 
in 1959.” (Note: if sufficient teachers requested it, perhaps Dr. Stuart could 
be encouraged to offer the workshop next summer.) 


Kansas State College, Manhattan 
“We are planning a special workshop in the Teaching of Speech on a 

three week and a nine week basis with three hours credit each. During the 
three week session our annual High School Institute will become a laboratory 
where teachers may observe and take part in the teaching activities under the 
supervision of our regular staff members. The nine week session will include 
some work in the laboratory plus six weeks of special studies and investigation 
ef problems in high school speech. In addition we have two regular summer 
progranis in Directing Dramatic Activities with two hours credit, each. Credit 
in each of the above cases may be graduate or undergraduate.” 
Southwestern Collexe, Winfield 
“Southwestern College has no immediate plans for a summer workshop in 
speech and/or dramatics. If potential enrollment would appear to warrant 
the plannins of a workshop we would plan the deevlopment of a workshop 
. in thé Teaching of Speech and/or the Direction of Forensic Activities.” 
University of Kansas, Lawrence 
* “We plan to offer workshop programs for high school teachers of De- 
-—- Mate and Dramaties in conjunction with our annual Summer Camp for hig) 

school students. Theater has been a part of this traditional summer camp 
~« for two years, and Forensics was added to the schedule last year. 

“In addition, during the usual cight-weck Summer Session at K.U., courses 
in Theater, Forensics, Radio-TV, and Speech Correction will be offered on 
both the graduate and undergraduate levels.” 

University of Wichita 

“We are tentatively planning two workshops: (1) Speech Festival Work- 
shop—designed to help select, train and coach students for participation in 
the League, District, and State Speech and Drama Festivals. (2) Curriculum 
Workshop—designed to develop a speech course of study which could be 
adopted by the State Department of Education as a required or recommended 
course of study. Enrollment in this latter course may be limited to invitation 
only. 

“Each of these courses is scheduled to start June 2, 1958, will run for 
three weeks, and will carry three hours graduate or undergraduate credit. 
The schedule will permit enrollment in one workshop and an additional three 
hour course in the regular summer program for a total of six hours eredit. 
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Oscars for Speech Coaches? 


By Vicror L. Carrer 
Lawrence High Schoo! 


Several years ago, a number of us enjoyed the good-natured banter that 
was taking place between IH. Francis Short, then of Russell High School and 
now of Pittsburg State College, and J. T. Dirks, then of Winchester and now 
of Moran. The bone of contention concerned which of the two coaches rightly 
deserved the title of “coach of the ycar.” And behind the joking of each lay 
a great deal of mutual respect for the abilities of the other. Russell was in 
Class A but chose to compete with AA schools and was winning a large share 
of the 103 contests that it entered. Winchester was competing in class B and 
was also establishing an outstanding record. ‘ 


In recalling this occasion, the thought struck me, “Why couldn’t we give 
some official honor to those coaches who have worked so hard to raise the 
standards of Kansas speech so high?” I have heard a number of college 
coaches declare that the products that we turn out each year are among the 
finest in the United Statics. 

Certainly we have a number of persons who would richly deserve such 
an honor. Who is interested in speech and cannot regard the record of J. 
Matt Hill of Topeka High School with respect and admiration—four state 
debate championships in five years? And Maurice Swanson of Shawnee 
Mission, who is the only coach in the United States to have produced two 
national American Legion oratorical contest winners? And Dan Tewell of 
Pittsburg, who has won more trophies in the past few years than any other 
coach in the state? And Mrs. Alma Moore of Newton, who almost always 
qualifies for the state finals in debate and is consistently outstanding in the 
other speech activities? And Edwin R. Stuckey of Moundridge, who has won 
two consecutive class B state debate championships? And the list could go 
on and on. 

I am not so familiar with the people doing outstanding work in the field 
of dramatics, but I am sure that there must be many who deserve more rec- 
ognition than they are presently receiving. 

One of the immediate problems, of course, would be the difficulty in mak- 
ing such a decision. To meet this, I would suggest that a committee be ap- 
pointed to study the records of the nominees and at the end of the school 
year announce the recipients. I would further suggest that both the record 
of the current year’s achievement and the cumulative record be considered. 

Perhaps the president of our association could visit the school of the 
coach concerned and in an assembly present an award to the school and to 
the coach. The local press could be notified and perhaps pictures could be 
taken. The wire services would also probably be interested. 

The Journal could present a review of the winner’s record together with 
an article by the coach, who would discuss the problems he has faced and 


' how he overcame some of them. 


1 cannot imagine anyone in our association who would not be interested 
in reading such material. 
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The University of Wichita 
Depariment of Speech 


A complete program for the B.A. degree with emphasis 
on Theatre Arts, Radio-TV, Debate, Oratory, 
and Speech Education 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTICIPATION IN... 
¥ University Theatre Productions 
¥ Operation of Radio Siation KMUW (Fi) 
%* Debate, Oratory 


Practice Teac in ‘ichita Schools 
¥ Graduate ‘em Sor Teachers 
Eugene Q. ! oii 
DEPARTME: . “EL 


UNIVERSITY CHITA 
Wichita 14, Kansas 


Kanses Speech Association 
William Conboy, Editor 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 


Return Postage Guaranteed FIRST CLASS 


DATED MATERIAL 


